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Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day? 

Thou art more lovely and more temperate. 

Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May. 

And summer’s lease hath all too short a date. 

Sometime too hot the eye of heaven shines, 

And often is his gold complexion dimmed, 

And every fair from fair sometime declines, 

By chance or nature’s changing course untrimmed: 

But thy eternal summer shall not fade 

Nor lose possession of that fair thou ow’st, 

Nor shale death brag thou wand’rest in his shade, 

When in eternal lines to time thou grow’st. 

So long as men can breathe or eyes can see, 

So long lives this and this gives life to thee. 
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When you set out for Ithaka 

ask that your way be long, 

full of adventure, full of instruction… 

… Have Ithaka always in your mind. 

Your arrival there is what you are destined for. 

But don't in the least hurry the journey. 

Better it last for years, 

so that when you reach the island you are old, 

rich with all you have gained on the way, 

not expecting Ithaka to give you wealth. 

Ithaka gave you a splendid journey. 

Without her you would not have set out. 

She hasn't anything else to give you. 

And if you fi nd her poor, Ithaka hasn’t deceived you. 

So wise you have become, of such experience, 

that already you’ll have understood what these Ithakas mean. 

                                                                                                    ������ ��
� �����Constantine P. Cavafi 
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