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Dedication

| wish to dedicate this book to my family, without whose support

and understanding this book could not have been written.
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Foreword

Writing a book on trauma of the facial skeleton needs great effort as the topic
is of special importance to dental surgeons who work or aspire to work in
centres that receive trauma patients. | would like, therefore, to congratulate the
author for compiling such an informative book intended to assist dental stu-
dents as well as dental practitioners with special interest in the topic of facial
trauma.

This book has been divided into fifteen chapters dealing with different
aspects of traumna that involves the mandible as well as the mradle third of the
facial skeleton. It is written in simple English and includes diagrams and pic-
tures to simplify its contents as much as possible.

Fractures of the facial skeleton could occur as isolated cases or as part of
multiple injuries affecting the whole body. In the later case, the attending oral
surgeon will find himself part of a tearn that includes other medical specialists
such as Orthopaedics, Plastic and General Surgeons. It is hoped, therefore,
that the information included in this book will be useful, not only to the dental
practitioner, but also to medical students and interns who deal with such
cases.

This book is yet another contribution to the dental education of the Univer-
sity.

Dr. Saleh H. Al-Sulaimani
Ex-Dean, College of Dentistry
King Saud University






Preface to the Second Edition

Oral and maxillofacial surgery is that part of dentistry that deals with such a
diversity of conditions and employs such a variety of operations for diagnosis
and cure of oral diseases. Trauma is a major cause of facial injuries. It requires
highly trained team who has technical skill and perservance to manage
patients with facial trauma.

As | mentioned in the first edition, this book-is intended mainly for dental
students and junior oral surgery residents who are called upon to see and treat
such cases. Therefore, no attempt is made to expand its scope or increase its
size. It was felt, however, that some additions should be made to ensure a
maximum benefit for the reader. A new chapter on first aid treatment for
patients with facial injuries is added, as well as some new techniques that
assist in the diagnosis of such injuries.

It is hoped that this edition will be as useful as the previous one.

Zohair Haider
Riyadh, 1418 A.H. (1997)
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Preface to the First Edition

“Trauma of the Facial Skeleton” deals with the basic management of facial
trauma cases, which have increased in number in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia. This is mainly due to road accidents and, to a lesser degree, industrial
accidents.

The incidence of facial trauma is high compared with injuries to other
areas of the body. This is partly due to the fact that the face is particularly vul-
nerable and not well protected, and that many people do not take precautions
(wearing seat belts, for instance) to lessen the effects of accidents.

Dental surgeons, especially those working in hospitals or accident cen-
ters, are frequently called upon to diagnose and treat facial injuries. They are
expected to be able to treat such cases, therefore, it is essential that the man-
agement of facial trauma be taught to undergraduate students in this country.

It is hoped that dentists, who are aspiring to further training in the field of
oral and maxillofacial surgey, will also find this book useful in their work.
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