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1. In saying this, we mean something different from Franco Moretti’s well-known
contention that world literature is a ‘problem’. Moretti was alluding to the
methodological challenges that arise when world literature is approached
as the sum of all literary texts, not the problematic of conceptualizing
‘world literature” itself. F. Moretti, ‘Conjectures on World Literature’, New
Left Review, 1 (2000), 54—68 (p. 55).
GIlall ¥l T Chgyall (Gusge 98613 ej o Laltie Bl (goad Liild ol s Lidgang -
o2 Loaie Lads @) dumeil! et ) el Gusge 085 W) Jiey
A s Ao¥l (ogiaill S poame 4l (e bl ¥l ae Jolal
¥l g e’ ol e sge Wlie el s (edladl ¥ j3ms
New Left) s, =l o0 (Conjectures on World Literature) ((‘?JL».H
(00.40) W08 ((aY. . .) \ ((Review
2. Vladimir Orel postulates a proto-Germanic compound formed of wiraz (man,
hero) and ald-iz (age, nourishment, period of growth), in his Handbook
of Germanic Ftymology (Leiden: Brill, 2003), p. 462.
(()‘l)._@)) e 55 Gl Glay> <Sys 3929 (Vladimir Orel) o9l aadd o sidng -
S 3 Lyatd) 55 il «eadl] (ald i2) Gl g [y <o) (wiraz)
Y..Y (Handbook of Germanic Etymology) &leyzd! &Lt Juol ple
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3. J. Bosworth and T. N. Toller, Anglo-Saxon Dictionary (Oxford: Clarendon
Press, 1898), p. 1193—-1194.

4. A critical appraisal of the relation between world literature and globalization
studies is found in E. Hayot, ‘World Literature and Globalization’, in T.
D’haen, D. Damrosch, D. Kadir (eds.), 7he Routledge Companion ro
World Literature (London: Routledge, 2012), pp. 223—231.
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{(E. Hayot) gula .l 3 (‘World Literature and Globalization’) ((2\154_1!5

T.D’haen, D. Damrosch, D. Kadir (eds.), 7he Routledge Companion) : ;L\

(to World Literature (London: Routledge, 2012), pp. 223—231.

5. Theo D’haen provides a concise synopsis of recent debates and their
prehistory in The Routledge Concise History of World Literature
(London: Routledge, 2012).

6. Peter Singer made signal use of the term ‘one world” in a lecture series
delivered in 2000, later published as: One World. The Fthics of
Globalization (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2002). Aamir Mufti
recently has argued that the genealogy of such ‘one world thinking’ can
be traced to the ‘classical phase of modern Orientalism’. Forger English!
Orientalisms and World Literarures (Cambridge: Harvard University
Press, 2016), p. 19.

& odll wlslee Ade 3 ((..\..‘>‘3 pJLc)) wlaial (Peter Singer) yzivs Ag sLaly -

One World. The Fthics of ) u>lg oJle culy Esy Q).ji:j @Veoe ale

e (8L 18y .(Globalization (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2002)

Gl Sy «.L>\5J| @ JLatl 135.53)) dual &1 B35e (Aamir Mufti) aae

Forget English! Orientalisms and') (e Bdde 4SS Al ).Ll))



(World Literarures (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2016), p. 19.

7. A.N. Veselovksy, ‘Envisioning World Literature in 1863: From the Reports on
a Mission Abroad’, B. Maslov (ed. and intro.), J. Flaherty (trans.), PMLA,
128.2 (2013), 439—451. For more on Veselovsky, see Maslov’s chapter
in this volume.

8. S. Helgesson and P. Vermeulen, ‘Introduction: World Literature in the
Making’, in Helgesson and Vermeulen (eds.), /nstitutions of World
Literature: Writing, Translation, Markers (New York: Routledge, 2016),
pp.- 1-22 (p. 1).

9. For Eric Hayot also, ‘totality’ presents a helpful means of abstracting from
and comparing the various conflicting meanings assigned to ‘world" in
recent scholarship, though his own purpose is to prepare the ground for
a method of analysis focused on the worlds made by literary works, and
how these relate to the world at large. ‘On Literary Worlds', Modern
Language Quarterly, 72.2 (2011), 129-161.
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(Modern Language Quarterly, 72.2 (2011), 129-161.

10. A. Beecroft, An Ecology of World Literature: From Antiquity to the Present
Day (London: Verso, 2015).

11. Warwick Research Collective, Combined and Uneven Development:
Towards a New Theory of World-Literature (Liverpool: Liverpool

University Press, 2015), p. 15.
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12. P. Cheah, What is a World? On Postcolonial Literature as World Literature
(Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2016). Cheah’s distinction between
‘world” and ‘globe’ is similar to our own, though it is made en route to
advocating an ethical approach.

13. The bhakti movement — principally a religious, devotional movement —
emerged on the subcontinent in the seventh century CE. The poets
associated with this movement, who are also revered as saintly figures, are
notable for refusing the monopoly of the priestly class, as well as of the
priestly language, Sanskrit.
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14. C. Vaudeville, A Weaver Named Kabir (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
1993), p. 121.

15. Tagore’s One Hundred Poems of Kabir, based on a Bangla translation by
Kshiti Mohan Sen, was published in 1915, two years after Tagore had
become the first non-European to win the Nobel Prize in Literature, and
eight years after he had presented his views on what he called visva
sahitya; a phrase which recent translators have taken to mean ‘world
literature’, but which might just as easily be translated ‘universal arts’.
Tagore’s enthusiasm for Kabir sparked the interest of other English-
language poets, including Ezra Pound and, later, Robert Bly.
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16. Kabir, Kab ir grantha va Ii (doha ) C. Vaudeville (ed. and trans.)
(Pondichéry: Institut Francais d’Indologie, 1957); Kabir, Kab i, Vol. 1, C.
Vaudeville (ed. and trans.) (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1974).

17. A. K. Mehrotra, ‘Introduction’, A History of Indian Literature in English (New
York: Columbia University Press, 2003), p. 26.

18. A. K. Mehrotra, ‘Translating the Indian Past: The Poets’ Experience’, fournal
of Commonwealth Literature, 49.3 (2014), 427—4309.

19. There are three principal traditions in which Kabir has been transmitted:
the Bijak, or eastern tradition; the Rajasthani, or western tradition; and
the Adi Granth, or Sikh sacred text.
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20. A. K. Mehrotra, Songs of Kabir(New York: New York Review Books, 2011),
p. 67. Mehrotra translates the version included as pada 3.53 in
Mata Prasad Gupta's Kabir Granthavali (Allahabad, 1969). This is pada
263 in The Millennium Kabir Vani, W. M. Callewaert et al. (eds.) (New
Delhi, 2000), p-370.

21. Vaudeville, Kab i, p. 147.

22. T. Paulin, The Road to Inver: Translations, Versions, Imitations (London: Faber
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and Faber, 2004), p. 17.

23. See: Sophocles, Anrigone, R. C. Jebb (trans.) (Bristol: Bristol Classical Press,
2004), pp. 69—-77.

24. Mehrotra, Songs of Kabir, pp. 66—67.

25. See |. Holm, An Introduction to Pidgins and Creoles (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2000), pp. 4—6.

26. Chief is used to mean ‘the headman or ruler of a clan’ from the late sixteenth
century, particularly as a jjocular name (modelled on the speech of American
Indians) given to a person of authority or importance’. Oxford English
Dictionary, ‘chief, n, ILb.
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27. Jamapuriis a transliteration of the word that appears in various manuscripts as

“Yor

28. See, for example, the versions of KG2 179 by Vaudeville in A Weaver Named

¥ See Callewaert et al., p.370.

Kabir, p. 226; and by S. Singh and L. Hess, 7he Bjjak of Kabir (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2002), pp. 54—55. In his own version of the pada, Mehrotra
again translates jamapurias Deathville.

29. H. Wentworth and S. B. Flexner (eds.), Dictionary of American Slang, 2nd
supplemented edition (New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Company, 1975), p.
625. lalics in original.

30. Rosemarie Ostler, who associates the proliferation of ‘—ville” explicitly with
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